Sept-Oct 2021

ST. PAUL’S MESSENGER
Greetings to the faith community of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ!
I connected with you remotely during the months of February and March, doing a livestream
service from my I-phone. I’m back with you again “in-house” as pulpit supply for the time
being. As requested, I will attempt to provide you with a biography of sorts.
I am a 5th generation Iowan and was raised on the family farm near Sand Springs that was
homesteaded by my great-great grandparents. I attended the University of WisconsinPlatteville for 2 years and graduated with distinction from the University of Missouri-Kansas
City School of Pharmacy in 1978. I worked for many years at Dahl’s Pharmacy (later Price
Chopper) in the Des Moines area. I finished out my pharmacy career in February of 2020,
working part-time at Health Connections pharmacy at Principal Financial.
My second career (in ministry) developed after completing the Learn Program, a part-time 3
year curriculum supported by the Iowa Conference of the UCC. I continued my quest for
learning and enlightenment over the years with on-line studies, a summer session class at
the Pacific School of Religion, a summer intensive in the chaplaincy department at Iowa
Methodist (Unity Point) Hospital, a UCC History and Polity Course, advanced training for
Intentional Interim Ministry Practitioner, and the Pastoral Care Specialist Program at the Des
Moines Pastoral Counseling Center. I was a licensed pastor for a number of years, doing
interim work at UCC churches in Red Oak and Mason City. On January 21, 2017 I was
ordained by the Central Association of the Iowa Conference of the United Church of Christ.
I have been a member of Urbandale United Church of Christ since 1994, and actively
involved in social justice/equality concerns. I live in Des Moines and share a condo unit with
Michael and our spoiled rotten black Labrador named Patriot. Beside catering to Patriot’s
whims for long walks and pup cups at Dairy Queen, I enjoy being “nearly retired” and biking
the trails around Des Moines.
Rev. John Chaplin

ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
MADRID, IA
BEHAVIORAL COVENANT
In our work and conversations at St. Paul’s UCC church, we realize that there can be conflict,
disagreements, and misunderstandings. We can be guided by healthy norms in order to
maintain clear communication and personal assumptions. Therefore, we covenant together in
these guidelines for loving relationships and values to guide our ministry.
1. We promise to lead by following the example of Christ.
1 Cor.11:1, Titus 2:7
2. We will respect everyone’s participation and contribution as a joyful response in expressing
love for God.
3. We promise to maintain relationships of confidentiality in matters of personal and
professional matters.
4. We promise to build each other up and not tear down.
1Thessalonians 5:11
5. We promise to seek to communicate clearly, completely and directly.
Ephesians 4:14-16
6. We promise to seek what is best for our church as a whole, not what may be best for us or
for some small group in the church.
Philippians 2:3-6
7. We promise to walk hand in hand, even though we may not always see eye to eye.
Colossians 3:14-15
8. We promise to believe the best of each other and give each other the benefit of the doubt.
Philippians 4:8-10
9. We promise to disagree without malice, recognizing that no one has a corner on truth and
that there is always more we can learn.
Romans 12:3
10. We realize that God gives us leaders as a gift; we will pray for them and extend to them
honor and trust.
Hebrews 13:7, 17-18

Accepted by Congregational vote at specially
called Congregational meeting on August 1, 2021

What have we learned in 2020/2021
(excerpt from Connie Duling’s sermon on July 11, 2021)
Different denominations can blend and work together
We can survive
People expected us to fold when MaryBeth left. We haven’t.
The first crack is as far as the TV can go and keep “the signal”.
We don’t need the church building to worship.
We do need the church family.
The simple gesture of putting out an announcement from Kelly Brozek in an email from the
church helped around 50 people get immunized earlier than they thought possible. These
were not all our members or even members of our community but appointments stemmed
from that simple email,
Some people have moved on for various reasons and we wish them well. All are welcome to
return should it suit their needs.
Covid 19 is not gone. Vaccination has made the gathering safer but we must be diligent yet.
What must we continue to do?
Respect others right to wear a mask, social distance, watch from home as their comfort level
allows.
Work together to keep our presence in the community. Social work, mission, etc. Diligently
search for a minister.
Labor Day Booth
Labor Day – September 4th and 5th - We WANT YOU and NEED YOU!
We missed out on the Labor Day Booth fun in 2020. What’s past is past. Now it’s time
to move ahead with our annual tradition at St. Paul’s. That’s right, our famous beef
burgers, no one can resist.
We want and need all the help we can get. If you have never participated in the
tradition, now is your time to come join the fun. Yes, it’s a lot of work, but it’s fun too.
Thank you to all the people who have worked out all the kinks from years past and
have provided the framework for this special event.
There are signup sheets in the back of the church. If you don’t find anything to sign up
for, it’s ok, just show up anyway and there will be something to do. It’s a time to make
new relationships and rekindle old ones. Even washing dishes can be entertaining.
If you want to sign up for bars or pies, don’t be shy. Baking is not essential, as the
bakery at Hy-Vee, Fareway, Costco and Walmart can do the work for you. (secret help
is safe with us)
One more thing that is St. Paul’s tradition – participating in the Labor Day Parade. The
Labor Day Committee will be supplying candy and popcorn, we just need a volunteer
to oversee getting it organized for Monday, September 6th. Calling on Sue Barker, The
McCarty Family and The Duncan Family to bring on the fun and exciting parade
walk !
If you have any questions or would like to volunteer and just have not been at church to
sign up, you can reach out to Julie Mathes- 515-709-0319, Alyssa Duling- 816-3091554 or Lisa Winnie -425-263-0504.
Come on Y’ALL, let’s get the party started!

News from the Christian Education and Youth Committee
The Christian Education and Youth Committee consists of Linda Cook, Alicia Duncan, Emily
McCarty, Diane Ostendorf, and Arlo Young. We meet on the 1st Sunday of the month
following worship.
On Easter Sunday our committee filled 99 plastic Easter eggs with candy and scattered
them throughout the sanctuary. The children delighted in finding them in record time and it
seemed to bring some normalcy to the Easter celebration. In May we honored Alex Brown
on his graduation from Madrid High School. We had a presentation during church which
highlighted some of Alex’s accomplishments, presented him with a gift, and provided a
reception with cake and punch following the service.
The first day of 2021-22 Sunday School will be September 12th and we will have a kickoff
breakfast with muffins, doughnuts, milk, and juice.
Our current Sunday School numbers are:
3 - Babies/Tots, 2 - PreK, 4 - K thru 2nd, 5 - 3rd thru 6th, 9 youth in grades 7 thru 12
(including 2 graduating seniors).
Our committee will be mailing out a survey/questionnaire asking for input from both parents
and children/youth. We encourage everyone to take a few minutes to respond with ideas
and suggestions to help us best meet the needs of all our participants. We plan to have a
Blessing of the Backpacks, the date to be determined. When they are available, the young
people will be lighting the candles in the sanctuary. Linda Cook, Chair

Evening Circle

Evening Circle meets the 2nd Thursday of each
month at 7:00pm in the Fellowship Room.
Evening Circle is a very casual group that enjoys
spending time socializing and enjoying a very
meaningful program. Judy Cleaveland presents
the program. The meeting is closed with prayer
and a light snack. We would love to have you join
us. Just talk to Jackie Eppert, Carolyn Douglas,
Judy Cleaveland or just come to a meeting.
Jackie Eppert & Carolyn Douglas
Co-chairs

Men’s Group
Men’s group meets at 6:30pm the 2nd Sunday of
each month. Fred Erickson is the chairperson. Men’s
Group found ways during the Covid shutdown to
continue to be active. Some of the “events” they
sponsored are the Valentine Dinner, an All Church
Picnic, a drive through Spaghetti dinner and the
Annual Cub’s Baseball game. Men’s Group is also
active in doing “housekeeping” things around the
church. If you would like to be involved in Men’s
Group talk to Fred Erickson or just show up in the
Fellowship Room at 6:30pm on the 2nd Sunday of
the month.

TRUSTEES
Holds in trust all properties of the church. Sees that same is cared for properly (insurance, boiler and
other inspections and pest control) Arranges for personnel to maintain buildings and grounds.
1. Trustees don't have any official meetings. Eric Ohrt, chair, sends out
relevant information to relevant people. We meet if we need to discuss ideas.
2. Repairs have been made to the parsonage, to the boiler, general maintenance, new
roofs and repairs from derecho, computer room has been painted.
3. In the near future repairs to stained glass, shed and tuck pointing is being looked at.

FINANCE AND MISSION COMMITTEE
It has been more than a year since we have provided a message update regarding our church finance
and memorial funds. We have been stunted with the loss of our pastor, Mary Beth and with the
needed isolation brought on by Covid 19. The good news is that many of us continue to give
generously even as we fumble about reorienting ourselves to the work of Christ in our world. For the
few times our committee has met, we have concluded that our traditional budget no longer has
meaning. Our concerns turn to items like, when one day we have a new minister will we be able to pay
them, will giving return to pre covid levels? We think they will.
Giving has noticeably decreased and is down just over 30-percent from just a year ago. However, our
giving continues to exceed expenses every month this year, except for January. In June there was a
substantial insurance payment and giving still exceeded expenses by $1,266.32. At the end of June, we
had a $54,000 surplus since the loss of our pastor, Mary Beth. Our committee has recommended we
open a savings account and move most of these funds to it for our anticipated future needs. Thank you
everyone for supporting your church.
Regarding memorial funds, during Covid 19 we have shamefully neglected this part of our ministry.
However, you have given often in the memory of your loved ones and at the end of June there was
$11,082 remaining unspent. Some designated funds are unspent as our church camps are closed for
covid, our choir is not singing, and construction workers are in short supply. Our goal this year is to
spend these monies for their intended purpose, that the life of us here may be blessed by the memory
of those you love.
Certainly, we believe in the spiritual vitality of our church, our part of the body of Christ. He has called
us all to mission. This is your church, and you have a right to know. Please ask me any question and I
will get an answer. Admittedly, I’m a procrastinator so being persistent helps me.
Paul Cleaveland,
co-chair Finance & Missions

Month

St. Paul's General Fund
2021 Income/Expense
Income
Expense

January
$6,161.02
February
7,400.94
March
5,760.44
April
6,311.40
May
5,821.60
June
5,315.50
July
5,731.43
Total
$42,502.33
Remaining Budget = $96,163.57

$6,476.13
2,339.86
2,783.83
3,987.87
2,515.60
4,049.18
2,588.63
$24,741.10

Balance
($315.11)
$5,061.08
2,976.61
2,323.53
3,306.00
1,266.32
3,142.80
$17,761.23

Special Offering Calendar for 5 for 5 Churches
1) March - One Great Hour of Sharing (4th Sunday of Lent)
2) May - Strengthen the Church (Pentecost Sunday)
3) Oct - Neighbors in Need (1st Sunday of October - World Communion)
4) Dec - Christmas Fund (St Paul's traditionally gives on Christmas Eve)

2021 Boards and Committees - Updated 8.1.21

Office

Executive Board
Term

Name

Phone Number

PASTOR
Executive Officers

REPRESENTATIVES &
DELEGATES

Moderator (2 yr max)

2021-2023

Jerry Scott

515-231-5888

Vice Moderator (2 yr max)

thru 12-31-21

Wes Mathes

515-451-5474

Secretary (2 yr)

2021-2023

Cindy Tassi

515-795-2159

Financial Secretary (2 yr)

2021-2023

Julie Mathes

515-709-0319

Treasurer (2 yr)

2021-2023

Tim Latta

515-473-8922

Recording Secretary (2 yr)

2021-2023

Sara Bullock

515-229-5573

2 Conference Delegates (3 yr)

2021-2023

Church Historian

Carl Duling

515-795-2339

Madrid Home Delegate

Carl Duling

515-795-2339

Madrid Home Delegate

Connie Duling

515-795-2339

Alt Conference Delegate
Association Delegate (3 yr)

Committees

Name

2021-2023

Year

Name

Year

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Diane Ostendorf

7+

Arlo Young

& YOUTH

Pat McDermott

5th

Alicia Duncan

1st
thru 12-31-21

2 yr term

Rory McDermott

5th

Emily McCarty

thru 12-31-21

Linda Cook

(3-5 members)
DIACONATE

Mike Burkhart

2nd
6+

Carl Duling

3rd

2 yr term

Sara Burkhart

thru 12-31-21

Wes Mathes

2nd

(6-8 Members)

Linda Burkhart

4th

Diana Olsen

2nd

Connie Duling

3rd

FINANCE & MISSION

Paul Storm

4th

Mike Burkhart

2nd

2 yr term

Julie Roosa

4th

Paul Cleaveland

1st

2nd
(6-8 members)

Don Cook

Fin. Sec & Treasurer (ex-officio)

LAY LIFE & WORK

Judy Nelson

6+

Becky Janovick

2nd

no terms

Juneal Davis

6+

Lisa Winnie

2nd

(at least 6 members)

Jim Janovick

5th

Kathy Albright

3rd

MEMBERSHIP &
CHURCH GROWTH

Vice Mod - Wes Mathes
Recording Sec - Sara Bullock
Fred Erickson

4th

John Roosa

2nd

Karen Erickson

6th

2 yr term

Deb Latta

6th

(3-5 members)

Deb Wibe

Kyle Baetsle

2nd

Eric Orht

2nd

2 yr term
(4 members)
PASTOR PARISH

TRUSTEES

Ernie Bruster

4th
7+

2 yr term

Larry Shepard

7+

(5-6 members)

Gary Kirkpatrick

WORSHIP

Carolyn Douglas

7+
thru 12-31-21

Rita Aves

2nd

(3-5 members)

Roland Eppert

2nd

NOMINATING

Sue Thornton

4th

Sue Latta

3rd

2 yr term

2 yr term
Performance

Pastor & Vice Moderator

Fred Erickson

1st

Ronald Eppert

2nd

Irene Weidman

2nd

Sue Barker

2nd
(Pastor) (Vice Moderator)

Review

1 member from: Diaconate, Worship,

(Diaconate)

Committee

Pastor Parish, Search (1st 2 yrs)

(Pastor Parish)

1 at-large member (not on 4 committees
named above

(Worship)
(Search)
(at large)

2021 Ushers
5
12
19
26

SEPTEMBER
Paul & Judy Cleaveland
Eric & Alysa Orht
Mike Burkhart & Sara Bullock
Jim & Becky Janovick

NOVEMBER
7 Sue Thorton & Robin Brown
14 Dave & Rita Aves
21 Mike & Irene Weidman
28 Fred & Karen Erickson

3
10
17
24
31

OCTOBER
Paul & Sharra Storm
Don & Linda Cook
Tim & Deb Latta
Bob & Janet Erb
Kyle & Jenna Mathes

DECEMBER
5 John & Julie Roosa
12 Alicia Duncan & Emily McCarty
19 Wes & Julie Mathes
26 Lisa Winnie & Diana Olsen

If you are unable to usher on the assigned date, please switch with someone.
Thank you! The Worship Committee

Army of Angels is a working group that coordinates gifts and needs so
that we can provide and receive help that is needed. If you have a need
that is not listed or gift that is not listed please let us know
PRAYER – offer prayers day and night
The gift of PRAYER! Prayer is something that we can all do – any time-anywhere –
for anyone and everyone and is something we all need.
SMILE - See below
HOUSEHOLD- miscellaneous household help
FOOD - provide a meal or multiple meals, baking/cooking
MISCELLANEOUS – let us know what you need and we will try to find help
MOVING - help with small moving needs
RIDES - to doctor appt, grocery store or shopping, drive you somewhere up to 4 hours
round trip (time investment)
YARD WORK– mow, rake leaves, plant flowers, trim bushes, pull weeds, etc
Please give some thought to gifts you would like to offer and needs you have
Contacts:

Deb Wibe
(515) 490-9892 dmwibe22@gmail.com
Karen Erickson (515) 229-0783 kkerickson115@gmail.com

Diaconate

The Diaconate meets the fourth Sunday of the month after worship. We have been busy
preparing the profile for interim coverage and finding pulpit supply. Beginning August 1st,
We will begin having only two regularly scheduled pastors. William Crawford will be with
us the first Sunday of each month and John Caplin the following weeks each month. On
September 5th, Jerry Scott will do the service as this is Labor Day weekend and access to
the church is difficult. Please contact a member of Diaconate if you are in need of
Pastoral care.
Connie Duling, Chair,
Linda Drake, Mike Burkhart, Sara Burkhart, Carl Duling, Wes Mathes & Diana Olsen
IT Working Group
Back around Easter I contacted St. John’s to get information on their video system they are
using for live streaming. I found out their new organist installed the system (with the help of
Midwest Tech here in Madrid). I contacted him and he only comes to Madrid on Sundays
when he’s playing for the services but he would be happy to come to our church and take a
look at our set up.
With their system they have the ability of shooting from two cameras, do a split screen and
put the hymns, scripture, bulletins and anything else that they would like to do in a slideshow
on the split screen or full screen.
It would take two cameras, a computer plus software, cabling and someone to
program/bulletin scriptures etc. and run the system every Sunday during service.
Right now I livestream from my phone if I can’t Wes does. It costs us nothing to do this
livestream.
Presently about 5 to 6 people watch the service live. So the questions are with it being a
major cost to get all the equipment put in and installed and if it would work with our
present sound system or not. If not we would have to purchase a new sound system and
rewire it also. Then finding somebody who can be trained on the system, input the extra stuff
every week and run it every Sunday.
Any ideas or suggestions would be helpful
Carl
The current set up is functional and was cost effective the only issues I had are taken care
of other than losing stream when a call is coming in I have never had that issue but if it
persist we could set up my I pad and live stream off of it Wes

Spiritual – Healing - Prayers
Ephesians 6:18 ~ And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. ~
We Pray.....for the cure for Diabetes & Cancers, a speedy end to the Cornavirus, for this
church and our church family for the loss of loved ones and health issues ... for the search
committee, as we search for a pastor to help us do God's work…Gracious God, surround us.
Strengthen us. Sustain us. Give us Hope because we need you Dear Lord. Amen.!

We pray for assurance, comfort, hope, peace , joy, recovery and peace. Gracious
God, we know nothing is to big̶or too small‒ for you. Meet us where we are.
Show us how to breathe in your Spirit. Surround us with your grace upon grace.
Grant us your peace. Amen
If you would like to be added or would like to add a loved one to the prayer list, please contact
douglascc@yahoo.com or call 515-795-3485.

Board Meeting - 2021 2nd Sunday every month (after worship)
Christian Education - 1st Sunday of the month (after worship)
Diaconate - 4th Sunday of the month (after worship)
Finance & Mission - 7:00pm 2nd Monday of the month
Membership & Church Growth - ?
Pastor-Parish Relations - 5th Sunday of the Month (after worship)
Worship Committee - ?
Trustees & Lay Life & Work, Youth Council, Membership/Church Growth - - called
as needed
Communion - 1st Sunday of the Month
Men's Group - 2nd Sunday of the Month @ 6:30PM
Lions General meeting in Fellowship Room 1st & 3rd Tuesday @ 6:30PM
Ladies Evening Circle -2nd Thursday of the month @ 7:00PM
Choir - Wednesday @ 7:00PM - if you're interested in joining choir call Cindy @ 515795-2159 Choir will resume later this year.
Coffee Schedule:
1st Sunday - Men's Group or Membership & Church Growth (every/other/month)
2nd Sunday - Evening Circle
3rd Sunday - Worship
4th Sunday – NA – Need a committee, group or individuals to volunteer for the 4th
Sunday
5th Sunday - Pastor Parish Relations Committee

St. Paul’s UCC
215 S. Cedar St.
Madrid, IA 50156

“No Matter who you are or where you are on life's journey,
you are welcome here!”

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ
115 S. Cedar St.
Madrid, IA 50156

http://www.stpaulsuccchurch.com
Church Phone: 795-2112
Church Email: stpaulsuccchurch@gmail.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Pauls-UCC-Madrid-Ia/201720056589635

